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WASTEWATER

In addition to regular 
inspections, smoke 
testing can be helpful in 
finding manhole defects. 
During smoke testing, 
a blower injects smoke 
into a collection system. 
The smoke will quickly 
emerge from manhole 
defects such as poorly 
sealed covers and leaking 
rings or risers. Note that 
public notification and 
safety procedures need 
to be followed prior to 
smoke testing.

Once your inspections 
are done, it is very im-
portant to prioritize your 
repairs to get the biggest 

» MANHOLES

return for your time and money. Manholes can be 
brought up to grade by town crews or local contrac-
tors. There are several Vermont companies that do 
a great job of internal repairs and sealing, or this 
can be done by collection system personnel using a 
variety of new products that are on the market. 

For assistance with inflow and infiltration in your 
community, contact Vermont Rural Water’s waste-
water specialists.

» CERIUM

Down the road, the 
reclamation of biosolids 
may become increasingly 
important for wastewater 
systems. A sludge rec-
lamation process could 
allow facilities to recover 
and reuse cerium. As 
research in this field 
continues, cerium-based 
technologies are likely to 
play an increasingly  
important role in en-
hancing the efficiency 
and sustainability of 
wastewater treatment.

Holes were drilled 
in this manhole 
cover to drain a huge 
puddle, but now will 
be a source of inflow 
every time it rains.
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EVENTS

by Margaret Dwyer
Board President

Rural Water Rally in Washington, D.C.

On February 6 and 
7, the National 
Rural Water As-

sociation held its annual 
Rural Water Rally in 
Washington, D.C. Rep-
resentatives from state 
Rural Water Associations 
came to meet with their 
elected officials to ask 
them to support funding 
for Rural Water Associ-
ations, including circuit 
riders, technical assis-
tance, operator training, 
and workforce initiatives. 

In attendance from 
Vermont were me and 
fellow board members 
Jon Thornton and Rod 
Lamothe, along with April 
Busfield from Canaan 
Fire District #2, the win-
ner of the Vermont Drink-
ing Water Taste Test. 

Our first meeting was 
with staff members of 
Senator Bernie Sanders. 
The next day we met 
with a staff member of 
Senator Peter Welch in 
the morning and then a 
staff member of Repre-
sentative Becca Balint 
in the afternoon. We 
explained how Vermont 
Rural Water has been 
helping the water and 
wastewater systems 
impacted by last year’s 
flooding, being prepared 

to respond to future 
emergencies, and recruit-
ing and training the next 
generation of water and 
wastewater operators. 
We were assured of the 
Senators’ and Represen-
tative’s ongoing committ-
ment for Rural Water 
and left feeling confident 
that the appropriations 
requests we were asking 
for would be supported.

On Wednesday, we all 
attended the Great 
American Water Taste 
Test. Unfortunately, Ver-
mont’s submission from 
Canaan Fire District #2 
was not a finalist, but the 
competition was fierce 
and a good time was had 
by all.  

We had the opportunity 
to do a Moonlight Monu-
ment tour that evening. 
If you are ever in D.C., 
it is a wonderful way to 
see the iconic landmarks 
that commemorate the 
history and people of our 
great nation.

Overall, we felt it was 
a productive Rally. It 
is very apparent that 
providing rural commu-
nities with clean drink-
ing water and protecting 
the environment are a 
priority in Congress. 

Jon Thornton, April Busfield, and Margaret Dwyer at the US 
Capitol building.
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westonandsampson.com
an employee-owned company

 ■ Drinking Water 
 ■ Well Rehabilitation 
 ■ Pump Repair & Maintenance
 ■ Construction of Large 

Diameter Wells
 ■ Source Siting / 

Hydrogeology 

 ■ Emerging Contaminants 
(PFAS)

 ■ Wastewater 
 ■ Brewery / Industrial 

Pretreatment 
 ■ Stormwater 
 ■ Municipal Pools 

WATER RESOURCES
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Vermont Rural Water’s
2024 Conference & Trade Show

May 8–9, 2024
Lake Morey Resort • Fairlee, VT

Training Classes – earn up to 3.5 TCH

Luncheon • Vendors • Golf Tournament
Register at vtruralwater.org/conference

• Drinking Water Regulatory Updates
• Wastewater Regulatory Updates
• Understanding and Navigating   
   State Revolving Funds

• VOSHA Safety in Emergency Situations 
• Public Relations for Drinking Water  
   and Wastewater
• Physical Security for Facilities

Endyne
Laboratory Services

Williston, VT 
802-879-4333

Plattsburgh, NY
518-563-1720

Lebanon, NH 
603-678-4891

Email us at info@endynelabs.com

https://vtruralwater.org/conference 


Routine maintenance is your best defense 

against costly downtime and repairs. Count on 

USABlueBook for everything you need to keep 

your lift stations in top condition!

 Floats & Level Transmitters

 Pumps & Accessories

 Odor & Grease Control

800.548.1234  •  usabluebook.com

For more information, visit 
usabluebook.com/liftstations

Your Lift Station 
Checklist

20 Susie Wilson Road, Suite B
Essex Junction, VT 05452-2827
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